2026 Taiwan Composer Series-

Rooted in Taiwan,

Embracing the Asia-Pacific -
HSU Tsang-houei 25th Anniversary
Memorial Exhibition
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About HSU Tsang-houei

Born in Homei, Changhua County, in 1929, HSU
moved to Japan with his siblings but later
returned to study at Taiwan Provincial Teachers
College. In 1954, he started studying musicology
and composition in France, returning to actively
promote modern music afterwards. In 1967, he
and SHIH Wei-liang began the Folk Song
Collection Movement, and in 1973, he established
the Asian Composers League. His lifelong
devotion to composition produced such works as
Nostalgia: Three Melodies for Violin, The Blind,
Song of Burying Flowers, Spring for All, and The
Tule of the White Snake. In 1996, he was made an
advisor to the president. In 2000, he was conferred
the Order of Brilliant Star with Grand Cordon by
President LEE for his contributions. He passed
away in Taipei in 2001.
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About the Exhibition

HSU Tsang-houei (1929-2001) was modern Taiwan’s most influential
composer, a musicologist, and a music educator. Born in Changhua
County, he moved to Japan as a youth with his siblings but returned
after WWII to study at Taichung First Senior High School and then
Taiwan Provincial Teachers College. In 1954, he went to France to
study as post-war Europe’s first Taiwanese music student. After
returning in 1959, he initiated the Composers’” Forum and actively
promoted modern music. In 1967, he and SHIH Wei-liang began the
Folk Song Collection Movement, helping the Taiwanese become more
conscious of their culture. In 1973, he established the Asian
Composers League, rooted in Taiwan and revitalizing tradition. It
helped build a performance platform for Asia-Pacific music and
pushed Taiwan to the forefront in regional music exchange. In his
lifelong devotion to creating music, he taught countless students who
boast exceptional achievements. In 1996, he was made an advisor to
the president. He received the National Cultural Award in 1997 and
was conferred the Order of Brilliant Star with Grand Cordon by
President LEE in 2000 for his contributions. This exhibition offers a
complete view of his life and work through photos and manuscripts.
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“My music hails from a pursuit of truth, goodness,
and beauty.
My musical mother tongue,
traditional Taiwanese music, is coupled with
a globally influenced vocabulary,
producing an innovative interpretation of tradition

while preserving the past.”

—From HSU Tsang-houei’s
“My Path in Composition”

HSU Tsang-houei documenting CHEN Da’s
performance of Where the Memory Rises in Pingtung County, 1977.
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